
LONELINESS
TRIPTYCH
 L o n e l i n e s s  T r i p t y c h  e x a m i n e s
c o n t e m p o r a r y  l o n e l i n e s s  w i t h i n  t h r e e
c o n t e x t s :  C h i l d h o o d ,  T h e  C i t y ,  &  O n l i n e .  

T h e  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  p e r f o r m a n c e
c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  v i g n e t t e s  f e a t u r i n g
d a n c e r s ,  a c t o r s ,  a n d  a  l i v e  s c o r e .  



PART I: THE
MOVIEGOER
A  w o m a n  v i s i t s  m o v i e  t h e a t e r s  a l o n e  t o
c r y  i n  t h e  d a r k .  

O n e  a c t o r  d e l i v e r s  a  m o n o l o g u e  b y
n o v e l i s t  S t e p h a n i e  W a m b u g u  w h i l e  t w o
d a n c e r s  p e r f o r m  a r o u n d  t h r e e  t h e a t e r
s e a t s ,  m o v i n g  i n  p a r a l l e l  b u t  n e v e r  t r u l y
m e e t i n g .   

T h e  s c o r e  c o m b i n e s  l i v e  s a x o p h o n e
s p l i c e d  w i t h  a u d i o  f r o m  f i l m s  s u c h  a s
Y a s u j i r o  O z u ’ s  L a t e  S p r i n g  a n d  R a i n e r
W e r n e r  F a s s b i n d e r ’ s  F e a r  E a t s  t h e  S o u l .



PART 2: THE CAM-GIRL
A r t i s t  L i l y  L a d y  p e r f o r m s  a n  o r i g i n a l
m o n o l o g u e  e x p l o r i n g  d i g i t a l  i n t i m a c y  t h r o u g h
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  c a m  p e r f o r m e r .  A  l i v e
v i d e o  f e e d  o f  L a d y  i s  p r o j e c t e d  a s  t h e y  i n t e r a c t
w i t h  a  d a n c e r  o n  a n  i n f l a t a b l e  m a t t r e s s ,
t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h i s  m u n d a n e  o b j e c t  i n t o  a
m e t a p h o r  f o r  b o t h  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  a l i e n a t i o n .  

A n  e l e c t r o n i c  s c o r e  a n d  s c r e e n - l i k e  l i g h t i n g
c r e a t e  a n  i m m e r s i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t
c a p t u r e s  t h e  a l l u r e  a n d  a d d i c t i o n  o f  d i g i t a l
l i f e .



PART 3: THE KID
W r i t e r  S a m m y  L o r e n  c r a f t s  a  s u r r e a l
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  l o s t  y o u t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t o r y
o f  a  m i d d l e - a g e d  o f f i c e  w o r k e r  h a u n t e d  b y
h i s  p a s t .  A s  h e  s i t s  a t  h i s  d e s k ,  d a n c e r s
m a t e r i a l i z e  a s  g h o s t s  o f  f o r m e r  l o v e r s ,
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  d r e a m s .  

T h e y  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  o f f i c e  i n t o  a
d r e a m s c a p e — s l i d i n g  a c r o s s  t a b l e s ,
i n t e r c e p t i n g  p h o n e  c a l l s ,  c h a s i n g  a f t e r
p a p e r s  a n d  d i s r u p t i n g  h i s  r o u t i n e .



Directed by Mamie Green,
Volta fuses physicality,
theatricality and
multidisciplinary approaches
to performance, often
collaborating with artists
across mediums. Green’s
work has been presented in
the US and abroad and has
been reviewed by such
publications as the LA Times.

COLLABORATORS
Lily Lady is a writer based
in New York City. Their
recent work is in b l u s h,
PanPan Press and Bureau
of Complaint. They run a
free biweekly poetry
workshop, which can be
found at the instagram
@_scribe_tribe.

Stephanie Njeri Wambugu
lives in New York City. She
was born in Mombasa,
Kenya and grew up in New
England. Her debut novel
Lonely Crowds will be
published by Little, Brown
in 2025.

Sammy Loren's work has been
published in Elle, Paper, Nylon,
Interview and been serialized
across Mexico, where he worked
from 2019-2021. He’s the
Founding Editor of the art and
literary tabloid On The Rag and
curates the reading Series
Casual Encountersz.

https://voltacollective.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ladylilz/?hl=en
https://www.stephanienjeriwambugu.com/
http://www.sammyloren.com/writing.html

